When Shigella species, Escherichia coli, and five other bacterial enteric pathogens isolated from children with diarrhea in Thailand were tested for hybridization under stringent conditions with probes for Shiga-like toxins I and II, only 30 Shigella dysenteriae 1 hybridized with the Shiga-like toxin I probe.
High-level Shiga-like toxin (SLT)-or verocytotoxin (VT)-producing Escherichia coli has been associated with cases of hemorrhagic colitis (4) and hemolytic uremic syndrome (5) . Low levels of cytotoxic activity for HeLa cells have been reported to be produced by a number of enteric pathogens, including strains of Shigella, Vibrio cholerae, Vibrio parahaemolyticus, Salmonella typhimurium, E. coli, and derivatives of E. coli K-12 (1, 3, 8, (12) (13) (14) . Cytotoxic activity was detected in sonicated lysates of bacteria when these organisms were grown in an iron-depleted medium. The cytotoxin from these organisms was reported as Shiga-like because the toxin activity was neutralized with polyclonal or monoclonal antibodies to purified Shiga toxin (1, 8, (12) (13) (14) .
In an earlier study by Scotland et al. (16) , culture filtrates of 253 enteropathogenic E. coli (EPEC) strains, isolated from infants with diarrhea, which belonged to 11 E. coli serogroups were tested for cytotoxicity to Vero cell monolayers. Of these strains, 25 were cytotoxic to Vero cells, of which 23 belonged to serogroup 026 and 2 belonged to serogroup 0128. VT+ E. coli 026 and 0128 also hybridized with the VT probes (17) . In another study, E. coli of classical enteropathogenic serogroups that were isolated from infants in Thailand who were hospitalized for diarrhea were examined for cytotoxin production (3) . Sonicated extracts of 53 (55%) of 96 EPEC strains tested at a dilution of 1:100 were cytotoxic to HeLa cell monolayers. Of 53 cytotoxic sonic extracts, 50 (94%) were inhibited to various degrees (29 to 89%) by a 1:500 dilution of rabbit antisera to purified Shiga toxin. Vero cell cytotoxicity was not detected in culture supernatants of these isolates grown in Trypticase soy broth (BBL Microbiology Systems, Cockeysville, Md.) with 0.6% yeast extract (3) . Thus, it was unclear whether these isolates specifically produced Shiga toxin or cross-reacting substances.
Specific DNA probes for genes coding for SLT I and SLT Il have been constructed (11) . These probes hybridized with 90 VT+ E. coli and none of 12 VT-E. coli isolates.
To determine the prevalence of bacterial enteric pathogens containing genes coding for SLT I and SLT IH, Shigella strains, as well as E. coli strains that were not enteroinvasive, enterotoxigenic, or enteroadherent, isolated from chil-dren less than 5 years of age with bloody diarrhea and from children without diarrhea were tested for hybridization with the SLT probes under stringent conditions (9) and for Vero cell cytotoxin production (6) . To determine whether bacterial pathogens previously reported to produce Shiga toxin contained genes coding for SLT I and SLT 11, bacterial enteric pathogens of different species isolated from persons with diarrhea were examined with SLT-specific DNA probes under stringent hybridization conditions (9) .
The DNA probe for SLT I was a BamHI 1,142-base-pair fragment isolated from recombinant plasmid pJN37-19, and the probe for SLT Il was a SmaI-PstI 842-base-pair fragment isolated from recombinant plasmid pNN110-18 (11) . These fragments were labeled with aL-32P by nick translation (7). The following strains were spotted on Whatman 541 filters (Whatman, Inc., Clifton, N.J.), processed as previously described (18) , and tested for colony hybridization with SLT I and SLT Il DNA probes under stringent conditions (9) 
